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SACRIFICIAL OFFERING OF LAND —II
(Shrl Vinoba's speech at Warangal: Continued from the
last issue)

Success of the Mission :

T was not confident of the result. How can
a few drops of nectar sweeten a sea ? But God
put strength into my words. Sogiehow people
understood the spirit. They realized that the
events that were happening would bring a revo-
lution in their life, which was beyond the capa-
city of Governments. They began to give free
gifts of land, at times beyond my expectation.
For instance, at one place 80 acres of land were
needed for Harijans, and a single land-owner
gave one hundred. A land-owner of Nalgunda,
who had donated 50 acres already, later on gave
500 following a settlement of his family dispute.
It was a fourth of his total share.

But this is a mere beginning and a gesture.
The spirit must spread and catch all possessors
of property. A gift of a few acres out of a thou-
sand cannot solve the whole problem. Moreover,
it is not a problem of one or two districts ; it is
not even the problem of India alone. It is a world
problem, —a revolutionary programme, And
when a revolution in the way of life is contem-

plated, it must take place in the mind. The mere '

material gift of a hundred aecres out of ten thou-
sand cannot be sufficient. As a friend and well-
wisher of both the rich and the poor, I could feel
happy only if T could make the rich look upon
the poor as members of their own family. I de-
sired them to consider how they would take the
birth of one more son to them. Suppose an owner
of 10,000 acres has four sons, and a fifth is born
later. Would he not have to make five shares of
his property instead of four ? I asked the land-
holders to regard me as an additional heir born
to them, and give me my share for the benefit
of the poor. i
A Psychological Revolution

A psychological change like this cannot he
brought about by war and violent revolution. It
can be brought about only by the methods of
Buddha, Christ, Ramanuja and other great
teachers.

Ultimately it has to be the dedication of
one's all for the well-being of all. Theose who
have must look upon those who have not as a
mother looks upon her hungry child. She feeds
it before she feeds herself ; she starves hefore she

- allows it to starve. Let those who possess the
strength, skill and knowledge of producing
wealth, or the power of holding it, dedicate them
to the service of the poor. I desire that the love
necessary for doing this is generated in the heart
of every one.

I had an interview with some of the Commu-
nists in the jail at Warangal. One of the ques-
tions which they put to me was to the following

- effect: “Do you want to resettle the rich in
their old homes ? Do you think that their hearts
have changed ? They simply deceive you.” I
did not discuss these questions there because I

had gone there only to study their minds. But
here is my faith. If God dwells in the hearts of
all beings, and controls every movement of
theirs, even their breathing, and if He is the
source of all inspiration, a change of heart is
always possible. The Lord of the Ages is eter-
nally present, and if He desires a change, that
change has to be. When a man falls into a
stream, it is not only his own capacity of swim-
ming, but also the force of the current that helps
him, and it does so whether he likes it or not.
Similarly, when the current of the age goes this
way, it will help him in changing his heart. In
our present world, burning with discord and
quarrels, if God desires to sprinkle a few drops
of love through me I shall gladly be His instru-
ment. I took lands even from the poor. At one
place a person owning only one acre of land
donated a guntha (1/40th of an acre). I was
asked what I would do with such small pieces
of land. I said, I would ask the owner to till that
guntha as a trustee, and utilize the produce for
the benefit of the poor. That a man who owns
only one acre is prompted to part with a guntha
out of it is certainly a revolution. It is an ideo-
logical revolution, and where there is an ideo-
logical revolution, life marches towards progress.
Our country has produced men who have
renounced large kingdoms as if they were worth-
less straw.

Thought-force has no limitations. The light
of a new idea often brings about a radical change

‘in a man’s life,. We have seen great men, the

power of whose thoughts has transformed the
lives of others. It was with this idea of igniting

the spark of thought in others that I accepted

even small donations. And when Vaman-like I
accepted land from the rich, God blessed and
assured them that they need no longer run away
to the cities to save their lives. It meant that by
accepting lands from them, I generated a healthy
thought in their minds. There are good and evil
thoughts in the minds of every one. And when
a good thought enters the mind, it starts a strug-
gle with evil thoughts. Ultimately, the good
thought wins. It might take time, but there is
no reason to think that the donors are hypo-
crites. I grant that these donors must have com-
mitted many acts of injustice, in coming by the

thousands of acres of land. How is it possible

for an individual to acquire so much land justly ?
But in the hearts of even these people, there will
now start a struggle and they will begin to think
of the injustices they have committed. God will
grant them wisdom and they will give up doing
wrong, This is how a change of heart takes place
in man.

The time has come when we should enlarge.

our hearts and part with our belongings to
others. Giving is a divine weapon — daivi
sampatti. Base weapons, i.e. asuri sampatti, can-
not stand before it. They melt away before it, be-
cause they are made of selfishness, and not of
universality or equality, like a divine weapon,







































